In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Rwanda.

In the Anglican Church of Canada, we pray for our Primate, the Most Rev Linda
Nicholls; for our Metropolitan and Diocesan Archbishop, the Most Rev Anne
Germond; for the Deanery of Sudbury-Manitoulin, and our Archdeacon, the Ven
Glen Miller; and for our parish of the Church of the Ascension and our parish clergy,
Rev Jeff and Bishop Andrews.

In the Diocese of Algoma, we pray for the parish of the Good Shepherd/Amalguin:
Good Shepherd, Emsdale; Grace Church, South River; St John's, Eagle Lake; St
George the Martyr, Magnetawan; and for the ministry of the Rev Catherine Murkin
and the Rev Canon Edna Murdy. We pray for all ordained ministries and vocations in
the parishes, deaneries, and the diocese.

We pray for reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples: Merciful God, you call us to
loving relationship with one another. Be with us now as we seek to heal old wounds
and find joy again in this relationship. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts of
flesh. Give us the gifts of honesty and openness, and fill us with your healing power
and grace. We ask this in Jesus’s name.

We pray for the following people for God’s healing and strength during the coming
week, especially — Tamara, Nancy, Marshall, Kay, Dave Fowler, Annette, Barbara,
Claudette, Gerry, Mary Rose, Sarah, Jaqueline, Colin, Catherine, George, David, Dan
& Marc, Gary, Lucette, Estelle, Richard, Maggie, Carol, Marjorie Morton, Rob Caines,
Del, Vince, Helen, Chris, Lynne, Connie Lee, David Caines, Trischa, Ed, Lori, John P,
Ivan, Audrey and her friends, companions, and neighbours at L’Arche, Sue, James,
Darryl Keen, Tom, and for Ryan and Jeannie Spoar and their family.

We pray for those who are living in retirement residences or nursing homes: Milt
Fleming, Karin Hoffman, Laurent Constantineau, Bessie Morgan, Sybil Crawford,
Marlene Moulton, Betty Bonas, and Del Gates; may they always feel God's presence
in their lives.

In our parish, we pray for our wardens, board members, and lay leaders; we pray
for parents, grandparents, and godparents, for spouses and siblings, for children
and dependents, for all families and friends, for those with whom we are hurt,
angry, or at cross-purposes, and for those who might be alone, in any circumstance,
that they might be comforted and know the love of God.

Diocesan Prayer for Parish Clergy: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, fill the heart
of your servants, Jeff and Stephen, with eager love in caring for your people; joy in
affirming all that is good in this community; courage in challenging all that is mean
and destructive; and unceasing thankfulness in celebrating your Holy Mysteries
among them. Give them a vision for preaching, faithfulness in teaching, diligence in
visiting, empathetic listening in pastoral care, compassion in declaring your pardon
for the penitent, and the peace which passes understanding in their daily walk with
Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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welcome to participate in the sacrament at the time of Communion.
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Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter: O God of peace, who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make us perfect in every
good work to do your will, and work in us that which is well-pleasing in
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

First Reading (Acts 9.36-43)

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At
that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid
her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request,
"Please come to us without delay." So Peter got up and went with them;
and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows
stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside,
and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said,
"Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat
up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and
widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for
some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

Psalm 23 (BAS, p. 731) Refrain: The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not be in
want.

Second Reading (Rev 7.9-17)

A reading from the Revelation of St John the Divine

After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!" And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshipped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our
God forever and ever! Amen." Then one of the elders addressed me,
saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come

from?" | said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to
me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For
this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will
shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will
not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the centre of the
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Gospel (Jn 10. 22-30)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St John

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon.
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." Jesus
answered, "l have told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in
my Father's name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do
not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they
follow me. | give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will
snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The
Father and | are one."

Prayer over the Gifts: God of loving care, you spread before us the table
of life, and give us the cup of salvation to drink. Keep us always in the fold
of your Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our shepherd.

Prayer after Communion: God of steadfast love, watch over the Church
redeemed by the blood of your Son. May we who share in these holy
mysteries come safely to your eternal kingdom, where there is one flock
and one shepherd. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.

The flowers in the Church are given in loving memory of Roz Jones and her
sisters, Sylvia and Eileen. From Pippa and John.



