In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of North India (United).

In the Anglican Church of Canada, we pray for our Primate, the Most Rev Linda
Nicholls; for our Provincial Metropolitan and Diocesan Archbishop, the Most Rev
Anne Germond; for the Deanery of Sudbury-Manitoulin, and our Archdeacon, the
Ven Glen Miller, and for our parish of the Church of the Ascension and our
Incumbent, the Rev Jeff Hooper.

In the Diocese of Algoma, we pray for the parishes of St Peter’s, Callander; St
Mary’s, Powassan; and St John the Divine, North Bay; and for the ministry of the Rev
Kevin McAllister and the Rev Grant Churcher.

We pray for reconciliation with the Indigenous Peoples of this land: Merciful God,
be with us as we seek to heal old wounds and find joy again in our relationships.
Replace all hearts of stone with hearts of flesh; give us gifts of honesty and
openness, and fill us with your healing power and grace.

We pray for the following people for God’s healing and strength during the coming
week, especially — Tamara, Marshall, Kay, Dave Fowler, Annette, Barbara, Claudette,
Gerry, Mary Rose, Sarah, Jaqueline, Colin, Catherine, George, David, Dan & Marg,
Gary, Lucette, Estelle, Richard, Maggie, Carol, Marjorie Morton, Rob Caines, Del,
Vince, Chris, Connie Lee, David Caines, Trischa, Ed, Lori, John P, Ivan, Audrey and her
friends, companions, and neighbours at L’Arche, James, Darryl Keen, Heather, John,
Sonia, Nancy, Victoria P, Mark, Craig, Dana, and Nancy Turner. We pray for those
who are living in retirement residences or nursing homes: Milt Fleming, Laurent
Constantineau, Sybil Crawford, Marlene Moulton, Betty Bonas, Del Gates, and Daryl
Keen; may they always feel God's presence in their lives.

We pray for those who have died, and especially for Bessie Morgan and for Cecile
Meadows; Rest eternal grant until Bessie and Cecile, O Lord, and let light perpetual
shine upon them; grant them both thy peace, and in thy loving wisdom and
almighty power, work in them the good purpose of thy perfect will. We pray for all
of Bessie’s and Cecile’s family, friends, and neighbours, and for all who mourn or are
bereaved, that they might be upheld in prayer and know the consolation of God’s
love.

In our parish, we pray for today’s meeting of the Annual Vestry, and for all who
have been called or nominated to serve our parish; we pray for parents,
grandparents, and godparents, for spouses and siblings, for children and
dependents, for all families and friends; and especially we pray for those with whom
we are hurt, angry, or at cross-purposes; that by Christ’s example, and through His
grace, all hearts may be turned to your purpose, O Lord.

The meeting for the Annual Vestry will be held immediately after this morning’s
service.
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free
those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Lk 4.18-19) Archbishop
Anne’s Motto for 2023

Welcome to our worship! Please know the Anglican Church teaches that all who are
baptized with water, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are welcome
to receive the sacrament at the time of Communion.
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Collect for the 3d Sunday after Epiphany: Almighty God, by grace alone you
call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make
us worthy of your call; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading (/saiah 4. 1-9)

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but
in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light
has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Psalm 27 vv 1, 5-13 (BAS, pp. 735-6) Refrain: The Lord is my light and my
salvation.

Second Reading (1 Cor 1. 10-18)

A reading from the First Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians

Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it
has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there are quarrels among
you, my brothers and sisters. What | mean is that each of you says, "l belong
to Paul," or "l belong to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "l belong to
Christ." Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? | thank God that | baptized none of you except
Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my
name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not
know whether | baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize
but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross
of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the cross
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God.

Holy Gospel (St Matthew 4. 12-23)

The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St Matthew

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.
He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the

prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the
road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles - the people who
sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region
and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to
proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." As he walked
by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea - for they were fishermen. And
he said to them, "Follow me, and | will make you fish for people."
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there,
he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in
the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. Jesus
went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness
among the people.

Prayer over the Gifts: Loving God, before the world began you called us.
Make holy all we offer you this day, and strengthen us in that calling. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.

Prayer after Communion: Gracious God, our hands have taken holy things;
our lives have been nourished by the body of your Son. May we who have
eaten at this holy table be strengthened for service in your world. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.



